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as the other. The farms are thinly scattered, the lands
uninclosed, and scarce a gentleman's seat is to be seen
in some miles from the Tweed; whereas the Scots are
advanced in crowds to the very brink of the river, so
that you may reckon above thirty good houses, in the
compass of a few miles, belonging to proprietors whose
ancestors had fortified castles in the same situations,
a circumstance that shows what dangerous neighbours
the Scots must have formerly been to the northern
counties of England.
Our domestic economy continues on the old footing,
My sister Tabby still adheres to methodism, and had
the benefit of a sermon at Wesley's meeting in New-
castle; but I believe the passion of love has in some
measure abated the fervour of devotion both in her
and her woman, Mrs. Jenkins, about whose good graces
there has been a violent contest betwixt my nephew's
valet, Mr. Button, and my man, Humphry Clinker,
Jery has been obliged to interpose his authority to keep
the peace; and to him I have left the discussion of that
important affair, which had like to have kindled the
flames of discord in the family of
yours always,
MATT, BRAMBLE,